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ELECTION 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated September 24, 2003 the applicant elects 



claims 1-8, drawn to a process of forming a steel sheet, with traverse. 

The Office Action argues that claims 1-8 and claims 9-1 1 are patentably distmct 
and, therefore, should be restricted because the product of claims 9-1 1 can be made by a 
terially different process, such as forging, than the process of claim 1. 
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Serial No. 10/053,144 



The applicant respectfully traverse this restriction because (1) the inventions are 
not patentably distinct, and (2) it would require no additional effort on the part of the 
Examiner to search the inventions recited in claims 1-8 and 9-11. The welded sheet 
construction recited in claims 9-12 can only be made using the process recited in claim 1 . 
As noted in the Office Action, claims 1-8 are directed to a process of forming a steel 
sheet. Claim 9 specifically incorporates the process limitations of claim 1. Claim 9 
recites a welded construction "comprising a steel sheet formed by the process of claim 1". 
Thus, the welded construction of claim 9 must be made using the process of claim 1 and 
cannot be made by another process, such as forging. Therefore, a search of the prior art 
for claims 9-12 would also require a search of class 148, subclass 648, where the process 

of claim 1 is classified. 

The applicant requests that the restriction requirement be withdrawn and an 

examination of all claims be performed. 
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